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In the late 1990s two initially unrelated developments brought free loop spaces into renewed focus In 1999 Chas and 
Sullivan introduced a wealth of new algebraic operations on the homology of these spaces under the name of string 
topology the full scope of which is still not completely understood A few years earlier Viterbo had discovered a first 
deep link between the symplectic topology of cotangent bundles and the topology of their free loop space In the past 
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